APRIL/MAY

THE SINGER
ON HER
GENRE

BLENDING
SOUND

£4,000
STAY IN
GREECE

\ Y 4 | ALY 2
, ekt B¢ BEAUT
‘ * i ™ AL TRENDS
o W e i GRAPHIC
g - & ‘ EYES TO
ik X by ) ) St POWER

£700 S A L
WARDROBE

........

THE BIG 5.

SPRING .
ACCESSORIES

SPECIAIZ 4

4 >

953113

4

77205

UK OFF SALE DATE 3RD MAY 2022
9

SPAIN & PORTUGAL €2.80



hfin COVERSTORY

WAV

Stnger-songwriter Priya Ragu taps into the sounds of her Sri Lankan
heritage, mixing it up with R&B, electro-pop and hip-hop to create her unique
sound. Now she’s hitting the high note and becoming a musical tour de force
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amil-Swiss musician
Priya Ragu spent
vears honing
her talent before
establishing
herself within the
music industry
with super-charged
speed. It was a
little over a year
ago that she
released debut
single Good Love
2.0, a homage
to her parent’s
“love marriage”.
Her single, Lockdown, referencing her desire
for human contact during the pandemic, made
it onto the Hottest Record on Radio 1's Future
Sounds and spent five weeks on the station’s playlist.
“In 2021, I was in the momentum,” she says, when
we speak on a Friday evening following her cover
shoot fitting. “One thing after the other happened.
I think it must have been a force bigger than who I
am, like there were higher gods working. Because,
for me, it still feels insane that
everything worked out so nicely.”
Adding to her glee, Priya
performed Lockdown on Later
With Jools Holland, a show that
has introduced countless musicians
who have gone on to huge chart
success. “I thought I'd have
needed to release a few albums
first, because I've seen all my
favourite acts on his show like, The
Roots, Fugees and Amy Winehouse.
“Unfortunately, it wasn’t filmed
at the show itself, we recorded it separately because
of Covid. But it was just so nice to see him
introducing me and the song — it was legendary.”
Drawing on personal experiences and also her
own “spiritual journey”, Priya’s unique musical
style combines R&B, electro-pop, hip-hop and jazz;
with sonic folk music from the Tamil population
of south Asia — in reference to her heritage.
She regularly darts between singing and rapping
in both English and Tamil.
Referencing her genre-blending style, she says,
“I like to call it Raguwavy. The music comes in
aves — ups and downs, like your emotions.
It sounds low with the verses but then goes up,”
she explains with hand gestures. “And, during
the chorus and second verse, it becomes low again
before the bridge comes up.”
As well as paying homage to her Tamil roots in
her music, she also adds elements to her styling.
“l am constantly on a journey of discovering my
heritage, as it is also a way of finding out my true self.”
Her outfits are a mix of 90s hip-hop and traditional
south-Indian dress. “T love to layer clothes. The
most important thing is to feel comfortable. And
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while I'm on stage, or performing on video clips,

I love to wear baggy stuff that I can move around
in and feel free. I work with my stylists telling them
what I want and they take it to the next level.”

Priya grew up in the Swiss city of St Gallen, her
parents had fled Sri Lanka during the civil war of
the 70s. Her father, who worked for the Post Office,
and mother, who was a pharmacist’s assistant,
didn’t speak about their relocation as refugees to
Priya and her brother when they were children.
“It’s crazy how strongly it affected my father and
mother. So we never really talked about it.”

She says that, although Switzerland was a
beautiful place to spend your childhood, growing
up between two cultures wasn’t easy. “At that time
there weren’t many Tamil people, or even like-
minded people there. So it was difficult for me
to connect. I think it was quite hard for everyone
trying to adapt and to also embrace our background.”

However, bringing the south-Asian culture home,
her parents would hold regular jam sessions where
they would sing Kollywood songs with family and
friends. “My father is very musically talented, back in
Sri Lanka he was always singing and playing the tabla.

“Once they came to Switzerland, he organised
get-togethers at weekends and we
would sing Tamil songs together.
He would take the laundry basket
and flip it over playing the rhythm.
Then my uncle would take a
fork and knife and play along.”

And her brother, Japhna
Gold, who is now a successful
music producer and Priya’s
producer and co-writer, would
be on keyboard. “He had to
memorise all these songs, even
the interludes. I think that’s the
biggest influence in the music that we create today.
Everything comes from that time.”

Her father then created a Tamil band and the
family would play at birthdays and weddings, with
Priya the reluctant singer. “At first there were a
lot of uncles singing. And then it was like, "Well,
we need a female voice’, which ended up being
me. It wasn’t really an option,” she laughs.

“I was maybe nine years old, singing these
Tamil songs that are quite difficult to do, because
the pitch is so high. And so, at that time, I wasn't
really enjoying it.”

The moment she did begin to appreciate singing
was when she discovered Lauryn Hill and the
Fugees, which she would secretly listen to in her
bedroom. “It was then I felt, whoa! this is my world.
There’s something magical about Lauryn Hill’s voice,
it really touched my soul. And that rarely happens
for me with voices. It’s similar with Donny Hathaway's
voice, which I also feel really connected to.”

When she was growing up, her parents were
protective and didn’t allow Priya to perform western
music on stage. “They thought there was no future
in it and it’s safer to have a normal eight-to-five job »
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— or work for the government. I understand, as
they’ve been through a lot. They came to a new
country, didn’t speak the language and had to
build up everything from zero. So then for their
children to say, ‘Hey, I want to become a pop star!’
it just doesn’t seem realistic in a way.”

It was when Priva was 16 that she learnt this
the hard way. After hearing her sing Alicia Keys’
Fallin, her brother invited her to perform it
with his band, The Wolves. “1 was like, wow, this
is amazing, because my brother and his band
were quite p()pular in our town at that time.

“And for me, it was a big honour. So I wrote it
down in my diary, but left it open on that page and
my father read it. On that day, he was like, “You're
not going anywhere’. I was really looking forward
to it. I'd even bought an outfit, jeans and a crop
top, to perform in. It was just very, very devastating.”

Years later, in 2017, when she was working for
Swiss Air Lines, brokering the
purchases of aircraft components,
Priya decided to pursue her dream
of becoming a musician. “I was

working at an office and life was
comfortable. But this music thing
was always following me. It

was knocking on the door, but
before then I'd never opened it.”

She also didn’'t dare to dream
big, as she hadn’t really seen
anyone from Switzerland making
it internationally. “I thought,
it’s not really a possible thing to
do. So Tignored it. But then I said to myself, ‘Man,
you have this talent and out of respect you need
to recognise that and make something out of it’.”

She quit her job and moved to America for six
months with the goal of writing ten songs. And
her friend, rapper Oddisee, lent her his Brooklyn
studio while he was away on tour.

“I didn’t really go with a goal of connecting with
musicians or making things happen in New York.
It was about giving my creativity space and time,
because I didn’t have any pressure. It was about
trying to find out what my purpose in life was. So
that was parallel to music, discovering music was also
discovering myself spiritually — it goes hand in hand.

“For the first five months, I just enjoyed myself,
drinking a lot of coffee and hanging around. In the
back of my mind, I knew that I had to write these
songs, but I found it difficult to approach them. But
in the last month I did it. I tend to work better when
I'm under pressure and the thing is, even if I'm
just hanging out, my mind or my spirit is working.”

In that final month of creativity in New York,
Priya worked remotely with her brother Japhna,

‘who was back in Switzerland. They would send voice
memos back and forth on WhatsApp. “It was the
(right time, stories came and I would... spit them
out.” Most of the songs made it onto Damnshestamil,

~ her debut mixtape released in September 2021.

On her return to Zurich, Swiss Air Lines
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offered her another job, which she took,
investing her monthly salary into recording,
mixing and mastering music videos.

“I felt the key was having fun doing it. I didn’t
have it in the back of my mind that I had to be
successful and I want to be signed by a label. None of
that, I just wanted to create something really nice.”

Her favourite song is Kamali, which is based
on the short film of the same name by director
Sasha Rainbow, about a single mother. And she
will always open her shows with it. “IU’s super joyful.
I'love everything about the song, the melody, lyrics
and the story behind it.”

At first Priya didn’t think she would enjoy
performing and was quite nervous about the
prospect. “When you play at a festival, the people
don’t necessarily know your music. But on tour,
it’s a different story, people actually buy tickets to
see you. The first time I experienced that was last
November. Once I came on-stage,
I saw all these faces that were
expecting me and singing along

to the songs. I really enjoyed it.”
Since, she has completed her
European headline tour. “We
travelled around with my tour »
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bus. I have a really nice band. We're very close,
which is important.” She also had a sell-out show
at the Jazz Cafe in London.

And this summer, she will do the festival circuit.
“I have some cool festivals coming up. One that I'm
looking forward to is Primavera Sound in Barcelona.
I always wanted to go to that festival just to be in the
audience. But this time, I can be on-stage.”

Her Instagram handle, which has 45k followers, is full
of short videos of her performing, she has received
35 million views on TikTok and was highlighted
as Facebook’s Global Artist of the Day. Although, she
does think social media can be draining, “Honestly,
I just post my stuff and then I'm not really on it”.

Although her team is based in London, she still
lives in Zurich with her eightyear-old dog, Crooks.
“He doesn’t like men. I don’t know why, but he’s
very protective, it’s too much. I need Cesar Millan
to help me out,” she jokes.

So, for now, she flies between the two cities.

“I like to be Peter Parker in Switzerland and then
I'm Spider-Man once I'm in London. I like being in
London, I love the vibe. There is so much going on,
so many restaurants and different cultures. Plus, all
my friends are here. I'm really close to my booker,
Claudio, and his fiancée. They will invite me over and
cook food, we always have a lovely time together. But
I don’t tend to have much free time when I'm here.”

When she does have time to herself, to stay
relaxed she likes to meditate. “I'm very proud
because, for the last two weeks, I've been meditating
every day and 1 feel really, really good. I can
recommend it to everybody.”

Before she goes, we ask if her father is now happy
she pursued a career in music. “For the longest
time he wasn’t. [ mean, he’s only proud now because
he sees the fruition of it,” she laughs. m
Priva’s new single, Hluminous, is released on 2 March
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